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the following pages: and he believes, if 
there were no Phyſicians, fewer people 
would die of . 


Nature has infinite reſourees; and will 


try a multitude of ways, to free herſelf 20 
Tong: miſchief : ſhe has vaſt powers ; z and 


B 


if 


7003 


CAR CE Any one has thought more 
upon this ſubject than the author of 


——ũ4—ũ—̈——ͤ . . — — — — — —— —- IT In, 


| caſes, .. 


ES 13 
| Af. the is permitted to exert them, un- 


diſturbed, moſt frequently will get the 
better of the danger. Half what we call 


| diſeaſes are her ſtruggles to this purpoſe: 


bnt how ſhall ſhe ſucceed when the Phy- 
ſician, | thinking to cure all that, tries to 
his utmoſt, and ſometimes hits; in totally 


preventing her ? 


On this was built that theſis of a late 
Noble perſon whom few exceeded in ſaga- 
City : Acute diſeaſes cure themſelves, and 


chronic ones will not be cured by Phyſic.” 


This was propoſed where Doctors were in 


company; and the "beſt of them replied, 


1 have heard your Graee ſpeak en, non- 


n and Freddy. Of fifty 


perſons ſeized in London with violent diſ- 


2 


believe the Doctors will allow, (every 


* excepting bis own JOG about 


' fifteen 


6 


are about two. 


— 


| 1 | 
- The account is ſerious: and if it be wrongs 


there are enough intereſted to contradict 1 it. 


If Nature, oppreſſed and overpowered with 
a deſtructive load, attempts her own re- 
lief by the plaineſt paſlage : this is a 
DiarRHnoza : this muſt be sToP'D : I can- 


not 8 to anſwer for the conſequen- 


ces.” Curtius was called to one of theſe ; 


Curtius, who knows that all the ſtrength 


of Phyſic conſiſts in its fine words. Box- | 


Bos lay roaring : 'twas the day after Lord 
Mayor's feaſt. The Doctor ſhook his head, 
— Sir, I would adviſe you, ſend for your 
Attorney ! your caſe is a CotLIACA. 'Tis 
well to be prepared againſt the worſt 2 

and to deal freely, I never ſaw but two 
who were recovered from this difeale. 
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fifteen die. Of fifty in the country, far 
enough removed from Phyſic, the deaths — 
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The Nurſe | infiſted 'twas only Maſ- 
ter had over-eat himſelf. She was diſcharg- 
ed: the Doctor ſtopped the Diarrhœa; 
and poor BoRBos died of a twiſting of the 
guts; with two pound of Quickſilver | in 
his ſtomach. I would be glad to know 
what Doctor does not adhere to this 
Quickſilver practice! more glad, if any one 
of them will tell me; a patient ever 
lived that ſwallowed it on this occaſion. 


© Arennus doats on a nothing but the Gout ; 
2 purple foot is the true Tyrian dye: he 
dreams of chalk-ſtones: and ſwears the 
body, which our Sexton found laſt week 
turned into lime, died of an univerſal Gout. 
Poor BiBLIus, that lived twenty years 
| bent double to his deſk, the patriot, pur- 
blind BIBL IVS He 1 digeſt no food. A- 
rennus was his friend: Doctor what ſhall I 
do ?—This i is a Gout, | good BiBL.Ivs : we will 


+ throw 


1 +1 


throw this down to the extremities : . and 
you ſhall eat raw Beef for breakfaſt. || 


Biblius was poor ; they could not cram him 
with Confectio Cardiaca ; however he eat 
Cloves to his Mutton ; and grated Ginger 
into his Small-beer ; and in all ſudden qualms 
green Uſquebaugh was the Panpharmacon. 
Poor B1BL1vs fell into a bleeding at the 


noſe; and died: filled to the throat with 


Lead and Vitriol ; when the Juice of half a 
dozen NETTLES would have cured him. 


CLEoRA's perriwig was not to be found: 


ſome wicked mouſe, allured by the poma- 


tum, had dragged it to a hole; while the 


lady was preparing for the King of Denmark's 
Maſquerade. If Betty had been the mouſe, 
ſhe could not have been more heartily 


rated, —Wretch, Monſter, have I raiſed 


it half a quarter higher for this? Shall 


Pettyface, who was a dwarf to me at 
Cornelys's, be taller at the Royal Maſque- 
rade! ? Betty replied, for Betty has her tart- 
B 3 neſs, 
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| eſs, If people would be contented. with 
their own hair, they would always know 
i where to find it.” Tears, raving, choaking 
| followed : Carmine or Biſmuth could not 
| ftand the ſhock : the very black of the 
| pomatum ran in melted ſtreams: : and tears 
] on one part, heat-drops on the other, 
marked their way down her pretty cheeks, 
in ſtreams of black, and red, and white, 
| and native yellow. 


| The ſhower had quenched the thunder; 

and the wig was found. She roſe up to 

| dreſs : but when ſhe ſaw the ruins of her 
3 Love, ſhe ſcreamed, -ſhe fainted, and they 
| fetched the Doctor, 


1 while the diſeaſe encreaſed; as if 
| be had been there already. The lady waked 
4% to miſery and torture ; a ſettled Pain now 
2 ſeized her ſtomach 3 ſhe was dejected be- 


A vond thought : at times a dreadful ſickneſs 


by took her ; ; with a green and 2 19 fluid. 
Þ After 


E 


After three — (for the Family Phys. [ 
fician. was Sennertus; and he was at a ſe- 
cond doſe of Turtle ; ;) after three hours I 
the whole diſorder vaniſhed. The weaken- 1 
ed patient wiſhed to go to bed; and all 
would have been well, but Betty, born to 
be her lady's death, aid ſomething again 1 
about the Maſquerade. Faintings, cold ſweats, | | 
ſickneſs, and all its conſequences returned * 
and with them came Sennertus. 


This learned Doctor's theory is BL. 
Every thing with him is tinctured with 
that fluid: he ſees all things yellow, 
as if he had the Jaundice: you my 
fee him with a new ſhilling. This is a 
bilious caſe, ſays grave Sennertus (wiping 
his mouth once a minute of half-digeſted 1 
Callipaſh). Bilious moſt plainly. Here get 
me Rhubarb. The Apothecary now arriv- 
ed; and in a whiſper, Rhubarb, Mr. Quid 
pro Quo, Rhubarb and Calomel. And ſo 
EN went to work. Day after day the aloetic 
B * Pills. 


"Ten 


— N — wennn ar ee ee 6 . * 8 n 5 — —— — —— 
. . ˙ ¹iü %⅛—ͤ0ũ. IO UTE IT TOR.» SCORE 7ͤ ;m1˙ INE 
: — . a — « — 1 — = — 
a „ 9 —— om 2 — — — 


= the Line Juleps, . the fomentatious 
'Cataplaſms, and Cordials were preſcribed : 


Mint Water, Hierapicra, Spices, and Opi- 
um : till between weakneſs and Intoxication, 


the lady hardly was alive. But all this time, 
whatever vexed her, brought the ſymp- 


toms on again; the Doctor never ſaw ſo obſti- 


nate a caſe. The attendants found, as ſhe 


grew weaker, the complaint grew ſtronger ; 
and all was given for loſt: when in the 


acceſs of a new fit; with catchings, froth- 
| ing at the mouth; and all the ſymptoms 
of a ſtrong diſeaſe in a weak body, poor 
Betty in her haſte to write for Sennertus 


ſinged the feather of her pen, under her 


| agonizing lady's noſe. 


All grew calm that moment; and the 


| Doctor, who arrived time enough to ſee 


the virtue of burnt feathers, at length re- 


| membered, Sydenham had told practitioners, 


4 fits would imitate the bilious 


Bark 


18 
Bark had obſtructed wretched PI aMiRe's 
liver; Bark ill adminiſtered for an Ague. 
PLAMIRE had brought the obſtruction to a 
Schirrus, by Rum and Citron-water. He was 
bloated and ſodden, his cheeks were waxy, 1 
and his lips were lead- coloured. Pramine | 
grew worle, and Floridan was called: his. | 
maxim is, Nature is always trying at an 
Eruption.“ Pimples, my dear PLamire! 
Pimples ! (if we can get themout,) will ſet all 
right immediately. - — O my dear friend, if 
I could be fo happy, but to give you the 4 
Itch; Id underwrite your cure for three 1 8 
and fixpence. Ah dear Doctor, replies the 
tottering PLAaMmiRe, you meaſure my corn 
by your own full buſhel : I the Itch !. Ihave | 
not a drop of ſuch warm blood about 
me. 


alli 
The Doctor tried: PLAMIRE was put to 
bed. He did not get the eruption; but he 
died of a ſuppurated liver: the Surgeon 8 
did not find a piece of it as big as the 
b Doctors 
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' Doctor's antique gem, left in a fats. of 


80 much for Floridan. J don't know that 
poor PLA MIRE could have recovered; but 
life might have been preſerved: aye without 
pain, for many years, by ſimple Eupatorium. 


After the wild intoxication of theſe theo- 
ries, the next deſtructive blow is given to 
Phyfic by the affected myſtery that is 
every where moſt ſoberly ſpread round it. 
Ee us conſider that more ſeriouſly. 


| Nothing ought to be plainer than the art 
of healing ; and nothing is ſo much conceal- 
ed. We are indebted to cur anceſtors for 
| what we know: for Heaven is witneſs, our- 
ſelves have made but few diſcoveries : and- if 
there be any thing we have added to the 
| art; we in like manner owe to poſterity the 
„ clear and the plain knowledge of 1 "vt 


Let us look LEE to the earlieſt periods 


of the art ; and we ſhall find all was open to 


2 all 


1 * * 


all eyes. When Hippocrates was conſulted, 
he faid, take ſuch a medicine — The Pa» 
tient and his friends knew what it was; 
and himſelf wrote down the caſe. Whether 
the fick died or lived, he publiſhed the 
event; and every hiſtory became a leſſon 

to the world, If the end was happy, 
they knew what did the good: if other- 
wiſe, they ſaw what they were to avoid. ri 


When Cratævas complained that Abe f 
would not favour him becauſe his forchead A 
was too large ; Hippocrates replied, Are you 
a Botaniſt and know not the virtues .of your 
own THLASPIDIUM * ! No, divine Hippo 
crates, replied the Sage, I attempt to learn | 
their forms, but you declare their. uſes. 
Go rub your forehead with the leaves, replied 
the Sage : I ſuppoſe you will not want 
Satyrion. — The Philoſopher encircled his 
brow with a faſhionable Toupee, and the | 
world knew the virtues of the Plant for ever. 
Jack by the Hedge. Alliaria. bo Cratzvz. 


When 
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* 
When Meropas complained, Wind after 


Fils would burſt him: the fame Phyfi- 
© Cian, with the ſame noble ſimplicity, ſmil- 
ing, replied, Put “ Glechon in your fauce. 
He did; and told his friends: — and no 
man was oppreſſed from that cauſe afterwards. 


* 


Thus every Patient gave a leſſon to the 


world; and hence the rapid progreſs of 
| the art. With us, the Doctor ſeldom lets 
[ the fick into the ſecret of what he is to 


take : he writes in barbarous Latin I for a 
more barbarous compoſition ; and 4 
the Patient dies or lives, the glory, or the 


| . ſhame is all a ſecret. 


1 * 
. 


We know one medicine is to do the good. 


| That medicine has a name : why not direct it 


| fiogly then; and call it what it is ? The 
Patient and his friends would know how to 


* Pennyroyal. 
} Cochleare thezticum. 
Vinum Hoccicnſe. 


aſſiſt 


1. . 


aſſiſt others: and the world would have the 
advantage. Theſe would be the true tröo- 
phies of the rational Phyſician: theſe the 


votive tablets which . he ought. to conſe- 
crate to him who gave him . to help 


his fellow- creatures. l F 


2 


Inſtead of this the Paper bluſhes with a 


load of impertinence: twenty uſeleſs things 


are added, to encumber at leaſt, if not to 


counteract the medicine. 


What is all 10 but miſerable dees, 
an affected ſecrecy, for concealing real 


ignorance. Why ſhould the Phyſicians write | 


at all? If it be Rhubarb, Bark, or what. 


elſe they mean to give; why is it not call- 
ed ſo? themſelves know all addition to 


be folly. The language and the lumber. 
are contrived alike. to hide what it were. 


wiſe and virtuous to make known JE if it 
were worth the knowing. 


= 


Law 


— 


1 4 ] 


Law has got 41 of its Latin jargon: 
0 has ſhaken off, with Romiſh ſu- 
perſtition, the terms of monkiſh knavery, 
and monkiſn ignorance. We aſſert our 
| xights, and we addreſs our God in our 
| own language : why is the other liberal ſci- 
| ence to be ſtill diſgraced with theſe patched 
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c 1 am aware one cauſe will be alledged: 
but let us bring it to the bar of reaſon. 
«The Patient would object to certain me- 
dicines :” tis ſure he would ; and he would 
be too often in the right : when he was 
not, 'tis probable he would liſten to good 
reaſons. If he refus d, he bas a right to refute; 3 
his life is his own; and the peril is 
his own head: the Phyſician who rel 
| him a cure on terms that he declined to 
| accept, would ſtill be blamelefs. 


But 11 us hear to WIR he would ob- 
Jet; the matter lies in a ſmall compals ; 
_ and 


”_ 


UI I 


and may be ſoon determined,  Groundleſs | 
apprehenfions concerning Bark, vain fears of | 
Opium, and juſt horrors about Mercury : 
Theſe are the prejudices in mens minds as ta 4 
particular medicines ; and he muſt be a poor 
Phyſician that cannot over-rule them. | 
Theſe things may be hurtful in ignorant | 
hands ; the laſt perhaps in all ; buthe is 
able to ftate the hazard in its true form; 5 
and probably alſo to n it. 


5 
? / 
” A 
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The danger of the two firſt, even in 
the practice of Apothecaries, is not ſo great 
as commonly ſuppoſed : But the miſchief 
done by Mercury and its preparations, - even 

in better hands, has been perhaps equal tg 
all the good it has produced. The fatal 
error of giving crude Mercury in the 
Hiac Paſſion has been mentioned; but theſe 
occaſions happen ſeldom. Thoſe where its 
preparations are adminiſtered are innumer- 
able, and the deſtruction is endleſs. 


Chemiſtry, 


41 Tk af© ] 


Chemiſtry,” the bane of innocent medi- 
cine, ſoon found that Mercury diſſolved by 
mineral acids, or ſublimed with ſalts, be- 
comes the moſt fatal of all poiſons. 


This e over, * over again with 
freſh Mercury, they found more manageable ; 
and from its power they brought it into 
frequent practice : ſafely in wiſe hands; but 
tis not always kept in ſuch: and infants 
often ont dy it.” 


Of late the e practice has grown 
common of neglecting this milder medi- 
eine; and men have dared to give, and 
do give now continually, the very corro- 
five ſublimate itſelf, unaltered, unedulco- 
rated, in its own horrible condition; 
only diſſolved, and in ſmall doſes. Boer- 
haave, excellent in many things, has given 
| his ſanction to this daring practice; but 
with that wiſe reſtriction that no igno- 
rant pretender meddle with it. 

| Ro | From 


From the Phyſicians, who gave it in his 
limited doſe of the eighth part of a grain; 1 
Surgeons leſs ſkilful, but with more uſe 
for it, enlarged his quantities ; ; and the Apo- 
thecaries theirs. From them it has of late 
deſcended to the moſt ignorant and illiterate; 
the wretched butchers of the human ſpecies; 5 
who kill with weapons it is impoſſible | 
they ſhould underſtand : and theſe, as 1g- 


norance is always bold, encreaſe the doſe 
to an aſſured deſtruction. 15 


Beau Bloſſom to get three pimples off 
his noſe, facrificed all his teeth to this ; 
deluſion : and poor Narciſſa, for fear the | 
diſcovery of a tetter on her leg ſhould $1 
diſguſt her deſtined huſband, now dies, un- 
married, of a dropſy. 


a” > 


The government ſhould interfere in this : 
but till it does, if reaſon interfere, no one 
will take from an unknown, or an un- 


Cc Milful "4 


[ 18 ] 
4 filful hand, a medicine of which the com- 
| — is kept ſecret. 


4 5 *Tis certain corroſive ſublimate given in 
. its own form, only diſſolved, will do great 
1 * but the cures of pimples by it 
are too like thoſe whimſical ones of the 
be by Fe oots ſpiders. Tis certain this 
poiſon will clear the ſkin of thoſe erup- 
tions : but what will clear the blood of 
this poiſon ? 


This is no ſingle inſtance. The drugs 
diſtributed by nameleſs wretches of this 
1 kind commit more devaſtation than war 
[ and peſtilence. The follies of Phyſicians 
are but ſport to theſe : they rid the world 
of ſome; this is a kind of general maſſacre. 


In the place of this deſtructive igno- 
rance on the one part, and multitudinous 
confuſion on the other, both equally 
ſecret to the only perſon concerned, the 
Patient; ſuppoſe ſome one Phyſician ſhould 


3 try 


try whether the truth, See and ex- 
cellence of an open, reaſonable practice, 1 

would not recommend itſelf and him. I 
firmly think it would not fail him, even 
in the great view of all, a fortune. 


Let us conceive a Patient in a Dropſy: 
we cannot well ſelect a caſe that oftner | | 
baffles the encumbered mixtures of the 
Apothecary. Let us ſuppoſe the Doctor, in- 
ſtead of filling half a ſheet with uſeleſs 
names of frivolous ingredients, ſhould ſays. | 
Bruiſe Bark of Elder, and take it to the 
doſe your ſtrength allows. Can any one 
imagine the Phyſician would not have his 
fee? he would have as many this, as any. 
other, way ; for he would daily be requir- 


ed to ſay how far the ſtrength would | 


bear. The Patient would be cured : for 
Ratcliffe cured a hundred ſo. 


The Plants of Britain furniſh remedies 
for all its diſeaſes, and for all its occa- 
C 2 ſions · 
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frons. Polypody root is better than any 


foreign purge : and beſide the things before 
named, the great purpoſes which Bark 


and Opium are ſuppoſed alone to anſwer, 


may be provided for at home : A Lauda- 
num may be prepared from the wild Let- 
tuce; and Cinquefoil root will ſerve for Bark ; 

as thouſands have experienced. But ſucceda- 


4 neums may be ill choſen : he deſerved to 
be whipped for a fool as well as thief, 


who ſtripped his neighbour s willows upon 
the faith of the Royal Society. 


The Apothecary indeed would get nothing 


by this practice: but he would not be wanted 


to recommend the Phyſician to new cuſtom. 


Patients thus treated live and talk: and 2 


ſucceſsful practice recommends itſelf. 


Nay, there are inſtances in which even leſs 
than this plain way will cure. How many, 
wearied with the vain toil of Phyſic, have left 
off their medicines; and recovered ! We 


do 


[' 24: } 


io not ſay, left off their Doctor, for he 
ſtill is neceſſary; there are a thouſand things 
in which his advice is wanted, beſide the ar- 
ticle of drugs: and there are caſes innume-. 
rable in whach the Patient could not do with- 
out him; yet in which he will work the 
cure better without than with medicines. 


Believe me, young practitioner; ſays the 
excellent Baglivi, ſpeaking of caſes and 
ſituations not at all uncommon; the only . 
remedy is to. abſtain from medicines. 


The upright Sydenham has dared to 
tell the ſame truth, juſt as ' plainly. - In 
theſe caſes, and they are no uncommon. 
ones, the depuration of the blood, ſays he, 
is ſolely the work of Nature ; and I have 
always found that doing nothing turned to 
the advantage of the Patient. 


But ſays ſome good old 1 Gm 
good old Woman Doctor: One of theſe 
caſes is far off, and the other is many years 


ago; 
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. very denn one * 
ago at court to "a - Phyſician that dares: 


- 2go ; w' hope 8 may 'nt tbe true, Laden, 
5 Fass Id enen to a tale more modern, 


A Seas officer in ill health, 
„ talking ſome weeks 


laugh at the follies of his profeſſion, aid, 


80 Dr. this ue 
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ſon, ſays 


nies me animal food; 


a third; and the 


and 


. bother ſays, I ſhould eat no vege- 
tables: malt liquors are as bad as poi- 
fourth tells 


me I muſt leave off wine.” — There is one 


FAciant. 


thing more, replied the Doctor, I would ad- 
viſe you to leave off; and that is your Phy- 
He did ſo, and is well; ; and will 


continue well, to chaſtiſe more enemies, 


a diſeaſe, 


it alone. 


. 


* We bave them. = 


WA Mort, the WOE: Ion _—_ Gul; 
Phyſic Gian can learn, is not what to give in 


but how to- treat it; and in 
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THE END; 
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nine inſtances in ten. chat is how to let 


